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Task
s

1
.

R
ead th

rough
 th

e story. A
s you m

ake decisions, w
rite

dow
n a sh

ort note to rem
ind you w

h
at you ch

ose and
w

h
at h

appened to you.

2
.

C
om

pare th
e experiences in your story w

ith
 som

eone
else in your class.

3
.

D
id anyth

ing h
appen to you th

at did not h
appen to th

e
oth

er person?

4
.

W
h

at w
as th

e best experience from
 either of your stories?

5
.

W
h

at w
as th

e w
orst experience?

6
.

C
an you th

ink of anyth
ing that could have happened

differently to m
ake th

e experience better for the asylum
seeker?

7
.

C
om

pare your answ
er to others in the class. C

an you
com

e up w
ith

 one or tw
o sim

ple ideas to m
ake the

asylum
 system

 better?

A
 R

efug
ee’s S

to
ry
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Page 1D
eten

tio
n
 C

en
tre

You have been travelling for w
eeks. At hom

e you had to hide
yourself from

 th
e police w

h
o w

ere search
ing for your parents.

W
h

en you finally arrive in England th
e Im

m
igration O

fficers
look closely at your passport. W

hen they start asking difficult
questions you adm

it th
at your papers are forged and th

at you
are a refugee, seeking som

ew
here safe to stay. Very quickly you

are taken to one side, m
ore questions are asked and you can’t

follow
 w

h
at’s going on.

Soon, you are taken in a van to a fenced site. T
h

ere are lots of
oth

er asylum
 seekers h

ere, from
 m

any different countries.
C

onditions look basic but at least it’s safe. G
radually, as the

days pass you realise th
at you aren’t allow

ed to leave th
is

site...

W
hat w

ill you do?

1
.

W
ait until th

e governm
ent offers you a h

ouse or flat.
It could be in a sm

all tow
n hundreds of m

iles aw
ay

w
h

ere you don’t know
 any one ... (turn to page 2).

2
.

R
un aw

ay from
 th

e centre, to try to start on your ow
n

in a large city w
h

ere you know
 oth

ers from
 your

country h
ave already settled ... (turn to page 3).

Page 10

F
o
r m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n
 co

n
tact

T
he R

efug
ee C

o
uncil

w
w

w
.refugeecouncil.org.uk

U
N

H
C

R
 U

nited
 N

atio
ns H

ig
h C

o
m

m
issio

n fo
r R

efug
ees

w
w

w
.unhcr.ch

A
m

nesty Internatio
nal

w
w

w
.am

nesty.org.uk

E
uro

p
ean C

o
uncil o

n R
efug

ees and
 E

xiles (E
C

R
E

)

w
w

w
.ecre.org

IA
S
 Im

m
ig

ratio
n A

d
viso

ry S
ervice

w
w

w
.vois.org.uk/ias

B
B

C
 N

ew
s

http://new
s.bbc.co.uk

T
he H

o
m

e O
ffice

w
w

w
.hom

eoffice.gov.uk
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Page 9F
in

al O
u
tco

m
es

T
h

row
 a dice (or ch

oose a card) to find out w
hat happens

to you:

1
.

If you passed th
rough

 anoth
er country on your w

ay to
seek asylum

 elsew
here you m

ay be sent back to that
country. T

h
e auth

orities decide that you w
ill be m

oved on
again.

2
.

You h
ave been w

aiting so long that the governm
ent let

you stay. You h
ave not been recognised as a genuine

refugee but you h
ave been granted Exceptional Leave to

R
em

ain.

3
+

4
.T

h
e governm

ent doesn’t believe your story about th
e

dangers you face at h
om

e. T
hey think that you only cam

e
to Europe to h

ave a better life. You are sent hom
e.

5
.

T
h

e governm
ent h

as taken a long tim
e to look into your

story. T
h

ey realise th
at you are in danger if you are sent

h
om

e at th
e m

om
ent, so th

ey give you refugee status.

6
.

T
h

ings get better in your h
om

e country, so you return
w

ith
 your fam

ily.

Page 2

R
elo

catio
n

You arrive in a sm
all tow

n; it’s dark and grey and th
e w

eath
er is

bad. T
h

ere is lots of unem
ploym

ent and th
e area you are in is poor

and run dow
n. You are th

e only foreigner in th
e w

h
ole street. 

You can only use one local shop because the governm
ent has given

you vouch
ers instead of cash

. T
h

e sh
op is expensive and th

ey don’t
give you change if you haven’t spent all of the value of the voucher.
You w

ent th
ere once in th

e evening but a group of youth
s w

ere
h

anging around outside and th
ey called you nam

es as you w
alked

past.

You have looked in the library and the phone book but you cannot
find any local group to h

elp you. You know
 th

at London h
as lots of

people in sim
ilar situations and com

m
unity groups to h

elp each
other. 

W
h

a
t w

ill yo
u

 d
o

?

1
.

Stay put – it can only get better ... (turn to page 4).

2
.

M
ove aw

ay on your ow
n ... (turn to page 3).
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Page 3H
o
m

eless

You h
ave run aw

ay, taking w
ith

 you only a few
 pounds and a

suitcase, but it’s difficult to find anyw
h

ere to stay in London. You
are not entitled to full benefits because you are not an official
refugee – you don’t know

 w
h

o to see for h
elp. You spend your first

nigh
t sleeping rough

 in a quiet park.

Luckily, the next day you find the local tow
n hall. T

here som
eone

tells you that you can have em
ergency housing in the local area.

You are so h
appy you w

ant to h
ug th

em
 (but you cannot because

they are behind a thick sheet of glass). 

You w
ait around all day and finally som

eone takes you to a ‘bed-sit’.
It is dam

p and dark and th
ere’s lots of noise dow

n th
e corridor – it

sounds as th
ough

 people are drunk.

W
hat w

ill you do?
Stay and see h

ow
 it w

orks out ... (turn to page 5).

Leave the U
K

 and try to start again – you cannot believe that every
European country treats people like th

is ... (turn to page 6).

Page 8

T
h
e S

u
p
p
o
rt G

ro
u
p

Finally! You go to a local com
m

unity centre for people from
 your

country. It seem
s a very long tim

e since you could talk and laugh
and feel com

fortable using your ow
n language. You feel relaxed

again, everybody h
ere h

as a sim
ilar story to you. You even m

eet
som

eone you recognise from
 your ow

n h
om

e-tow
n.

T
he centre is organising a Saturday sch

ool for local ch
ildren and

you agree to h
elp w

ith
 th

e m
usic classes. T

h
is is so different from

your first w
eeks and m

onth
s in th

e country. You take part in th
e

cam
paigns and activities of th

e centre m
ore and m

ore as th
e

m
onth

s go on. 

T
here are no m

ore choices to m
ake ...

Find out w
h

at h
appens by turning to page 9. 

M
ake a note of how

 you feel w
hen you find out w

hat happens. 
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Page 7F
in

d
in

g
 F

rien
d
s

You h
ave been living m

ore or less on your ow
n for quite a w

h
ile.

O
ne day, by accident, you pass a shop that sells books in your

h
om

e language. You go in and start talking to th
e sh

opkeeper. Sh
e

cam
e to the U

K
 quite a w

hile ago and you both start talking about
w

h
at it is like in your h

om
e country now

 and h
ow

 th
ings h

ave been
ch

anging. 

You have been talking for hours w
hen the rest of her fam

ily arrives
hom

e from
 school and w

ork. You feel happier than you have done
for a long w

hile. You can talk in your hom
e language again and

about th
ings you know

 lots about. 

W
hen you finally go back to your flat you feel m

uch better. Your
new

 friends h
ave invited you to a concert th

e follow
ing w

eek – a
singer from

 your h
om

e country is touring th
e U

K
, so th

ere is finally
som

eth
ing to look forw

ard to. You w
ill h

ave to try to keep your £10
cash this w

eek to get the ticket.

W
hat w

ill you do?
1
.

Join th
e com

m
unity group w

h
o arranged th

e concert to 
m

eet m
ore people ... (turn to page 8).

2
.

K
eep on w

aiting, life’s not so bad at th
e m

om
ent ... (turn to

page 9).

Page 4

W
ait an

d
 w

ait an
d
 w

ait...

You h
ave been w

aiting for 18 m
onth

s and you h
aven’t h

eard
anyth

ing from
 th

e auth
orities for a long tim

e. You h
aven’t been

able to get a job and you have been living on 70%
 of the basic

Incom
e Support paym

ent. You h
ave actually got used to h

aving
only £10 a w

eek cash
 and now

 you count every single penny in th
e

m
orning to m

ake sure you do not run out before th
e end of th

e
w

eek.

Som
etim

es you get depressed. T
h

ere are lots of exciting th
ings

h
appening in your tow

n but you cannot afford to go to any of
th

em
. You w

ould love to get a job so you h
ad extra m

oney and
could afford to rent a nicer h

om
e but you can’t find a job. Instead

you spend your w
inter days in th

e library, w
h

ere th
e h

eating is free,
and your sum

m
er days in th

e park. You feel safe but not h
appy

–you feel as if your life is on h
old ... 

W
hat w

ill you do?

1
.

Eventually a decision is m
ade on your case. To find out 

w
h

at h
appens ... (turn to page 9).

2
.

You get fed up w
aiting around and try to m

ove elsew
h

ere 
... (turn to page 6).
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Page 5B
ed

-an
d
-B

reak
fast Lan

d

W
ell, you th

ough
t th

ings w
ould be better h

ere. Your room
 is tiny

and you have to cook and sleep in the sam
e room

. T
here is a

bath
room

 at th
e end of th

e corridor but it is used by several
fam

ilies. You som
etim

es h
ave to w

ait for ages in th
e m

orning and
th

e h
ot w

ater h
as often run out by th

e tim
e you get your turn.

W
h

en it rains your w
indow

 leaks and you h
ave to put a bow

l
underneath to collect the drips. You keep telling the Local
Authority that you need a better flat because the dam

p is m
aking

you ill. T
hey say there are no other flats available and that there are

lots m
ore desperate people ah

ead of you.

You are trying to sleep but th
e dripping w

ater, crying baby next
door and noise from

 th
e pub across th

e road are all driving you
crazy ...

W
hat w

ill you do?
1
.

Join a local com
m

unity group ... (turn to page 8).

2
.

Try to get to know
 som

e nice local people ... (turn to 
page 7).

Page 6

Leave th
e U

K

You h
ave decided to leave th

e U
K

 but th
is is not easy. You arrived

w
ith

out a proper passport and you w
ill h

ave to try and leave
w

ith
out one too. 

You m
anage to h

ide yourself in a lorry and h
ave to stay covered up

under boxes for a w
h

ole day until it stops. W
h

en you get out you
look around and do not recognise th

e strange language th
at people

are speaking. Eventually, after w
andering around for a w

h
ile, you

are picked up by the local police.

M
ost European countries h

ave sim
ilar rules to th

e U
K

 about
refugees. You are locked up w

h
ilst your case is exam

ined by th
e

local authorities.

T
here are no m

ore choices to m
ake ...

Find out w
h

at h
appens by turning to page 9. 

M
ake a note of how

 you feel w
hen you find out w

hat happens.


