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The guidance given by my distance 
learning tutor has been indispensable 
and he has been instrumental in my 
success throughout the course.”

Adam Vaughan, Lytchett Minster School

“

As I make the transition  
from A Levels to university,  
I feel much more confident  
of my abilities to succeed having 
studied through distance learning.”

Charlie Game, King’s School

“

Discover Nelson Thornes Distance Learning
Taking part in A-level Psychology with 
ntdl has been a great experience and 
one I would encourage other students 
to do. ntdl alone has taught me to be 
more independent in my studies and 
has improved my skills in researching 
and this has been a great help to me in 
my other A-Level subjects.  I have really 
enjoyed studying Psychology, I have 
found it very interesting and ntdl has 
made it even more interactive.

I  am so glad I chose to do ntdl 
Psychology and it has made me want 
to study Psychology at university even 
more than I did before!”
Rebecca Hunter, Ashfield Girls School, Belfast

“ntdl are delighted to continue to offer high quality specialist tutors for the 16th Year.  
With schools facing tighter budgets we are honoured that you are considering ntdl 
to educate your students.  We are holding our prices for 2011, making it more cost 
effective for you to broaden the curriculum post 14 using our specialist tutors.

Our tutors really enjoy their tutoring and working with the diverse range of schools 
and students across the UK and overseas.

We are very proud of ‘our’ students’ achievements as we firmly believe that Every 
Child Matters.  Here at ntdl we strive to ensure that everyone achieves their potential 
whatever subject they chose to study.

Each year brings new challenges for our tutors and we are proud of all our 
results.  We feel that successful completion of our course is a significant 
achievement in itself.  Students who take an ntdl course have proved they are 
capable of working independently thus preparing themselves for the world of 
higher education and beyond.

As a company with a passion for education you can be assured of our commitment 
and drive for excellence.

Clare Anderson, Distance Learning Manager
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Distance Learning through ntdl was an excellent 
experience and the subject thoroughly enjoyable 
and interesting.  Our new A2 French exam features 
an optional unit on French cinema and the Nouvelle 
Vague and so I can put to good use what I learnt 
during the Film Studies A- level.  The tutor’s support 
in the tutorials and by e-mail was greatly appreciated.  

Thank you.”
Andrew Burchell, Heathfield School

“

Established for over 16 years, Nelson Thornes Distance 
Learning (ntdl) is the UK’s leading provider of distance 
learning using videoconferencing. 

Nelson Thornes Distance Learning is part of Nelson Thornes 
Ltd, a major UK educational publisher of innovative print  
and multimedia teaching and learning resources.
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	 Students attend a weekly one hour videoconferenced tutorial held within their school or college. 

	 During the tutorial, the students discuss their current area of work with each other and their  
	 tutor after their week of self-study.

	 The tutor will then introduce new topics and set work for the week ahead. 

	 Students are expected to spend up to five hours a week working through their study  
	 pack outside of the tutorials.

	 The tutor will send comprehensive weekly feedback to the  
	 Link Teacher, charting attendance, assignment completion,  
	 and the content of each tutorial.

	 The tutor will complete reports for the school and attend 
	 parents evenings (via videoconferencing). 

 

Your Dilemma...
We recognise that schools and colleges are continually being 
challenged to broaden and enrich their curriculum to support the 
growing needs of students. 

We know that it can be difficult to provide a wider range of 
subjects to small groups of students in a cost effective manner. 

We are aware of the challenge for schools to retain students 
whilst encouraging and developing independent and personalised 
learning.

...Our Solution
Nelson Thornes Distance Learning provides a cost-effective 
way to widen student choices and enrich your curriculum using 
videoconferencing to deliver tutorials, alongside dynamic print 
and online resources. 

How does it work?
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Dedicated Tutors
Not only are our tutors passionate about their subjects and 
the students they teach, they are also expert in developing the 
independent learning and study skills their students need to be 
successful. The tutor will send a weekly feedback form to the Link 
Teacher, so schools know how students are progressing. There are 
a maximum of 10 students in a group, so students will reap the 
benefits from a more personalised, independent style of learning. 

Excellent Student Resources
Every student is provided with a complete study pack and access 
to our online resources, to support both the weekly tutorial and 
the important self-study elements of the course. The student 
study packs contain structured activities, reading and references, 
designed to move your students through their chosen course at a 
steady pace. 

Essential Link Teachers
We help each school or college train a nominated member of staff 
to be a Link Teacher to act as the liaison between the school and 
the distance learning tutor. 

Vital Support
Students and Link Teachers may contact their tutors using email 
on a daily basis. This means that they have a constant source of 
support and assistance. The distance learning tutor will visit the 
school during the academic year to spend time with their students, 
helping with any queries they may have and to meet with the Link 
Teacher.

Diverse subjects
At present, we deliver GCSE and A Level courses in 12 different 
subjects. Every course meets the latest curriculum and awarding 
body requirements. We continually review and develop this 
portfolio as a result of feedback from schools and colleges.

Why does it work?

               This exciting online environment allows our tutors to  
             personalise and assign resources in a way that a CD-ROM  
never can. It offers animations, videos, case studies and skill-
development tools. Tutors and students can access materials  
anywhere, anytime - perfect for developing independent learning.



We offer schools and colleges free Taster Sessions with our 
distance learning tutors. This is an excellent opportunity for 
students to sample a videoconferencing session and discuss 
specific subjects with our specialist tutors.

What are they?
A Taster Session involves an interactive presentation given 
by one of our distance learning tutors via videoconferencing, 
to demonstrate how our method works and the technology 
behind it. The aim is to give students and parents a better 
understanding of what is involved in studying via the 
distance learning method.

When should you use them?
	Open evenings
	Sixth Form choice evenings
	Governor’s and school cluster meetings
	For potential new students

How long would it last?
Between 15 and 20 minutes.

Subject Specific Tasters  
& Taster Lessons:
What are they?
Similar to a Taster Session, but these can be offered if the 
school has a particular course in mind. It could take the 
form of a short lesson or exercise.

When should you use them?
	 If you are thinking of using distance learning for a  

	 particular subject and want to find out more. 

How long would they last?
Can be tailored to your needs.

Key Account Manager Visit:
Our Key Account Manager can visit your school to discuss 
your requirements. This could be:

	 A one-to-one discussion with the Head of Sixth Form,  
	 Deputy Head or Head Teacher.

	 A more formal presentation to schools/parents or  
	 governors.

Our Key Account Manager provides advice and guides  
your school through the introduction to Nelson Thornes 
Distance Learning.

4

Contact Us:
Operations Team: 

01242 267111
Key Account Manager: 

01242 278375
to discuss your requirements. 
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“Distance learning has been a very rewarding and 
new experience for me. At first the only reason I 
picked distance learning was because I wanted to 
stay at my school and learn law, rather than going 
elsewhere. I gradually found out about the many 
advantages of distance learning, there is a much 
greater respect for you as a student because of the 
fact you are motivating yourself to do the work and 
in a sense teaching yourself. It is also a bonus when 
applying for universities or going to interviews 
as it makes them aware that you can do work by 
yourself and you don’t need a teacher nagging you 
all the time. 

To begin with the whole process was an odd 
experience and the first webcam session was a 
bit awkward and tense, with us not knowing quite 
what to expect. However straight away there 
was a lot to talk and laugh about after we realised 
we were the only 2 students in the class and we 
were both called Gemma. We ended up having to 
number ourselves 1 and 2 to avoid mix ups!

 Once you get over the fact you’re being taught 
through a webcam, I find you can adjust well to the 
teaching and I always look forward to my lessons. I 
enjoy them because you take an active part in your 
learning. By teaching yourself it means your lesson 
time is full of discussion and debate where you can 
raise issues you had or talk about something that 
particularly interested you. 

The subject itself I’ve found fascinating and I have 
applied to several different universities to do 
law, Cambridge being one of them. During my 
interview for Cambridge they seemed impressed 
with the distance learning scheme and even said 
did my law tutor want to teach at Cambridge. I’m 
not saying that this only applies to Cambridge, it’s 
the only interview I’ve been on so I only have that 
experience. As I have said I’m positive that many 
universities look at distance learning and see that 
the students who take it are willing to learn the 
subject and that is why they motivate themselves 
and put the effort in. 

Overall distance learning has furthered my 
interest in law by allowing me to really discuss 
what I’m learning therefore opening up my mind 
to things I hadn’t thought of or perhaps looking at 
something in a different way. It has also shown me 
that I can motivate myself and has given me more 
confidence in trying things my own way rather 
than how the teacher determines I should try to 
remember or learn topics. The fact that I only do 
one hour a week with my tutor also means I’m not 
dreading the lesson. I usually can’t wait to debate 
the issue of the topic! I would really recommend 
this to anyone who has a passion for their subject 
and thinks they can put in the effort. If you do I’m 
sure you’ll find it just as rewarding as I do. ”

Gemma Rose
Imberhorne School

Distance Learning
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International 
Schools Focus
Over the last few years we have been expanding our 
offering to a growing number of schools overseas, 
working with them to extend their curriculum using 
our distance learning method.

Contact Us:
For further information please contact our  

Key Account Manager, David Wright:

+44 (0)1242 278 375
dwright@nelsonthornes.com

St. Helena is currently looking at developing air access 

and with this major development it is vital for us at 

Prince Andrew to ensure we offer a curriculum that 

will meet the future needs of the island. We feel quite 

confident that with our partnership with ntdl we can 

rise to this challenge with our students having the 

opportunity to study 

a broader curriculum 

that will eventually 

lead them to a 

more fulfilling and 

prosperous life here 

on our island.

Vyona Young, 
Deputy Head of Curriculum

Prince Andrew School,  
St Helena
Our school has about 250 students and about 20 of 

these make up the sixth form. With such small numbers 

we have always been challenged with providing an 

interesting and diverse curriculum for our senior 

students. That is why we have been delighted with 

Nelson  Thornes Distance Learning which has meant 

that for the first time ever we have offered our students 

the chance to study something a little bit different but 

meaningful. in our first year 14 of our students took the 

AS sociology and we now run both AS and A2 Sociology.

We have received excellent support from Nelson Thornes 

and our students have found that the independent 

working ethos as promoted through this kind of study 

will better equip them for university studies.  (One of our 

students went on to study Sociology at university level). 

About 250 pupils attend St Andrews School, St Helena, 
around 20 of which currently make up the sixth form.



I am extremely pleased with my Latin GCSE result as I have received a grade B.  I appreciate 
how much time the tutor spent marking my homework and found the tips e –mailed me 
extremely helpful and I remembered them in the stressful Latin exams!  The lessons really 
helped me achieve my grade and I am sure all the Latin tenses and grammar will help me in 
the future with my French and German grammar.”

Lileth Rees, Heckmondwike Grammar School

“
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Course Description 
	 We offer this course over one year.
	 The objective of the course is to give an insight into some of the key topics 

in Psychology and explore reasons and motivations behind different areas of 
human behaviour such as aggression, body language and prejudice. 

	 Students will develop their analytical and critical thinking skills as they explore 
different issues in Psychology such as ethics, culture and gender. 

	 Psychology is a science. Therefore, students will gain an understanding of the 
different areas of research in Psychology and also, be expected to analyse research.

Advantages
	 GCSE Psychology serves not only as excellent foundation for further study at A 

level but, also, GCSE Psychology will help students develop analytical and critical 
thinking skills that will be of benefit to many other subjects. 

	 Psychology provides students with a rigorous academic background and an 
appreciation of how science works.

	 The scientific approach is, also, combined with a level of creativity as students are 
expected to apply their knowledge to different situations. It is, therefore, a subject 
that works well with both the sciences and the arts. 

	 As far as careers are concerned, Psychology can be useful in a variety of jobs 
including; welfare, medicine, law, teaching and the police.

Psychology

Minimum Entry  
Requirements
No minimum requirements except for 
an interest in the subject. If you take an 
interest in the people around you, then 
this subject may be for you!

Assessment - AQA
Two written examinations.  

See page 19 for AS & A2 Psychology

Latin

Course Description 
	 We offer this course over one year. 

	 Students will develop a competency in Latin and an appreciation and  
	 understanding of its influence on modern languages.

	 Students study the literature and culture of the Roman World, gaining a greater  
	 knowledge of our ancient heritage.

	 Working through the course, students develop analytical skills and their studies  
	 support their learning in English, Modern Foreign Languages and Science.

Advantages
	 GCSE Latin helps prepare students for A Level studies in Latin and Classical Civilisation.

	 Latin develops students’ language and cognitive skills.

	 Studying Latin will enhance university applications and can help in a number of  
	 professions such as teaching, law and medicine.

Minimum Entry  
Requirements
An enthusiasm and talent for  
languages, a keen interest in the 
classical world, and an ability to  
learn new material quickly.

Assessment - OCR
Two written examinations

See page 16 for AS & A2 Latin

The GCSE modules 
comprise:

Unit 1 Making Sense of other people: 
Memory, body language, development 

of personality and stereotyping, 
discrimination and prejudice.

Unit 2 Understanding other people: 
Learning theory, social psychology, 

aggression and sex and gender.

The GCSE modules
comprise:

2 mandatory language units
plus 2 of the following 3 units:

Verse Literature, Prose Literature, 
Sources for Latin

All units may be taken at Higher 
or Foundation Tier Levels  



For me, one of the most beneficial skills  
distance learning has reinforced is the  
ability to take responsibility for your  
own actions and act maturely about  
learning. I have learnt the skills necessary  
every week to complete the work to a  
high standard and maintain excellent  
attendance.”
Emma Green, Woldgate College 

“
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Course Description 
	 We offer this course over one year.

	 This course equips students with knowledge of the legal system that can be  
	 used in everyday life.

 	 Students will find out about the ways in which the law of England and Wales  
	 is created, administered, and changed. 

	 Throughout the course, students learn through following cases in the  
	 newspapers, on the television, and other sources.

Advantages
	 Students will develop skills such as time management, how to prioritise tasks and  

	 the ability to read and select relevant information from legal texts and arguments. 

	 Students will begin to develop core legal skills such as application and evaluation  
	 of the law through debates and discussions, encouraging them to form and  
	 express their opinions on a variety of topics.

	 The topics covered at GCSE are relevant to almost every career from lawyer to  
	 nurse, and provide an excellent grounding for the AS and A2 courses.

Law

Minimum Entry  
Requirements
No previous experience or knowledge  
of law is required although an interest  
in the subject is desirable.

Assessment - AQA
One written examination

See page 17 for AS & A2 Law

The GCSE modules 
comprise:

Legal Processes:
The nature and institutions of law,

how law is made and enforced

Legal issues: 
Law in action: including criminal law, 

the law of tort, contract law  
and family law



8

Nelson Thornes Distance Learning can: 
Provide the supervision, mentoring and assessment for students 
preparing for the Extended Project Qualification.

How:

• 	 A tutor will be allocated to the school for the full academic year  
	 and will provide:

		  •	 One hour per week video conference tutorial for 30 weeks.

		  •	 Two visits (mid term review, end of project).

		  •	 Marking students assignments, completing supervisor  
			   section of production log and final assessment.

The cost of the course includes:

• 	 Nelson Thornes Distance Learning Extended  
	 Project Qualification course notes.

•	 Nelson Thornes Extended Project  
	 Qualification Companion (textbook)   
	 for each student.

For more information about the  
AQA Baccalaureate see page 21.

Extended Project Qualification
for AQA Baccalaureate, diploma level 3 or as a free-standing 
qualification (equivalent to half an A Level)
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including 
English at Grade C or above.

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 Both AS and A2 involve the study of both financial and management accounting.

	 At AS, students will learn how the Double entry system works and develop their 	
	 skills in keeping accurate accounting records.

	 Students will develop their understanding of financial accounting and learn how 	
	 to produce financial statements.

	 At A2, students will develop an understanding of the accounting practices of 		
	 both partnerships and Limited companies.

	 Students will develop their understanding of manufacturing accounts.

Advantages
	 If you are considering further study in any businesses related area either in the public 	

	 or private sector, this course will prove invaluable.

	 Studying Accounting at A Level will provide an excellent foundation for those 		
	 hoping to continue into the accounting profession.

	 A Level Accounting provides exemption from certain professional qualifications, 		
	 such as the Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT)

Personally, I think distance 
learning is a step forward in 
learning as it has enabled me 
to study accountancy which 
would have otherwise been 
unavailable. It has allowed me to 
improve my skills and has a more 
friendly atmosphere due to the 
smaller numbers. Even though 
it was another subject on top of 
the ones in school, I found that 
the work load was much fairer.”

Christopher Salvidge,  

Wirral Grammar School for Boys

“

Accounting

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Introduction to Financial Accounting

Financial and Management  
Accounting

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Further Aspects of 
Financial Accounting

Further Aspects of  
Management Accounting
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
An interest in finding out what it means 
to be a citizen in modern Britain.

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 At AS Level, the course addresses the relationship between the individual, the  

	 law and the State.

	 The course encourages students to ask searching questions such as ‘what is a  
	 citizen?’ and ‘what are my rights and responsibilities?’

Advantages
	 Students will develop a range of skills, enabling them to communicate and  

	 articulate different views, ideas and perspectives.

	 Students will learn how to work with others, using problem solving and critical  
	 approaches to the issues, problems and events that affect modern Britain.

	 This course will be of interest to those seeking a career in the public services.

	 A pass in AS Citizenship satisfies the Breadth Component of the AQA Bacc  
	 (for more information on the AQA Bacc see page 21). 

The pack given to us at the 
start of the AS course is 
divided into clear sections 
and subsections, with 
extra resources to help 
with answering questions. 
The pack is also set out in 
a way which is easy to use 
for revision.”
Jemima Slade, King’s School

“

Citizenship (AS only)

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:
Identity

Rights and Responsibilities

How can I make a difference? 

Active Citizenship
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including 
English at Grade C or above

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 At AS Level, the course introduces students to the world of ancient Greece  

	 through the study of epic poetry, great comic drama, and the nature of  
	 Athenian society.

	 The course encourages students to enjoy enduring works of literature, gain a  
	 thorough knowledge of this seminal region and period (500-300 BC), and  
	 develop a growing understanding of the spiritual, moral and cultural values  
	 which helped to shape the modern world.

	 A2 Level continues and develops the themes of life, thought and literature in  
	 ancient Greece. 

	 Students study the work of two great Athenian playwrights, Sophocles and  
	 Euripides, tracing how their work impacted on the community, and was itself  
	 influenced by social and political developments. 

	 The final module, Socrates and Athens, links in well with work done on  
	 Aristophanes in the previous year, and develops the student’s understanding of  
	 Greek politics, literature and philosophy.

Advantages
	 Students gain an understanding of how poetic, artistic and dramatic forms  

	 developed in the ‘hothouse’ of ancient Greece.

	 Any student who is beginning to consider a career in the arts, theatre, museums,  
	 journalism, or media in general will find this an invaluable foundation.

	 This subject develops a deeper appreciation and understanding of some of the  
	 greatest creative work ever written, and its influence on future generations.

Classical Civilisation

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Homer’s Odyssey

Aristophanes and Athens

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Greek Tragedy  
(Oedipus, Antigone by Sophocles; 
Medea, Hippolytus by Euripides)

Socrates and Athens

Thank you – the A2 part of the 
course has proved invaluable 
on my degree course!  Not 
only did the teaching make 
the modules a breeze, but the 
knowledge gained has been 
useful for so many different 
aspects of my further 
study.  Not only this, but the 
enthusiasm which started at 
A2 has stayed with me.”
Rachael Toon, Abbeyfield School

“
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English at Grade C or above.

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 Critical Thinking is concerned with giving reasons for one’s beliefs and actions,  

	 analysing and evaluating one’s own and other people’s reasoning, constructing  
	 and devising better reasoning.

	 At AS Level, students will learn how to reason well and assess other people’s  
	 reasoning. In doing this, they will acquire certain skills in examining the  
	 structure of arguments and assessing how an argument works.

	 Students will be introduced to the various ways in which information or  
	 evidence can be presented.

	 At A2 Level, the critical skills acquired in the AS modules will be applied to  
	 the evaluation of beliefs, knowledge and claims, and the grounds used to  
	 justify them.

	 Additionally, students will be introduced to some relevant ideas from logic and  
	 the concepts involved in decision making.

Advantages
	 AS and A2 Level Critical Thinking courses teach students transferable skills that will  

	 be beneficial to students in putting across their view point in an effective way, or for 
	 assessing other people’s claims, be it politicians, teachers, or parents.

	 Reasoning is a skill that is valuable to anyone who wants to deal with the  
	 natural and social world such as scientists, politicians, lawyers and almost all  
	 other professions. 

	 The entry exams for law school and medical school require evidence of critical 		
	 thinking skills.  AS and A2 Level Critical Thinking will teach, practice and improve 		
	 these skills and it is well regarded in higher education.

	 The skills learnt will help students to structure their thoughts which helps with essay  
	 writing and preparation for university.

	 A pass in AS Critical Thinking satisfies the Breadth component of the AQA Bacc  
	 (for more information on the AQA Bacc see page 21). 

Critical Thinking

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Critical Thinking 

Information, Inference  
and Explanation 

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Beliefs, Claims and Arguments

Reasoning and Decision Making

I felt the online lessons 
were vital in my 
preparation for university 
lectures and I feel at an 
advantage over other 
individuals who have not 
had this independent 
experience.”
David Hobbs, All Saints RC School

“
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including 
Mathematics and English at grade C  
or above.

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 At AS level, students learn about micro-economics, the study of how firms 

	 maximise profit.

	 Students will learn to analyse how different firms operate and understand the 	
	 strategies that allow them to maximise profits.

	 At A2 level students learn about macro-economics, the study of general 
	 market conditions.

	 Students will study economic conditions in the UK and analyse the policies 
	 that address these conditions.

Advantages
	 Students gain the ability to analyse economic problems and issues.

	 The course develops numerical, communication, team working and political skills.

	 Economics is relevant to a number of careers such as banking, insurance, 
	 and finance.

Economics

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Markets and Market Failure 

The National Economy

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Business Economics and the
Distribution of Income

The National and  
International Economy
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English Language at Grade C or above.  

Assessment - WJEC
AS Level:	one written examination  
	 and coursework  
A2 Level:	two written examinations  
	 and coursework 

Course Description 
	 At AS Level, students will watch and discuss a wide range of films, from both  

	 British and World Cinema. Films will be studied and analysed both textually  
	 and contextually.

	 Students will study the historical development of film and will discuss the  
	 views of film critics as appropriate.

	 Students will also look at the construction of film, upon which their coursework 	
	 will be based.

	 At A2 Level, students will engage with a wide range of films, from Japan,  
	 documentary and British film.

Advantages
	 The course deepens students’ understanding and appreciation of the film making  

	 process – the most significant art form of the 21st Century.

	 Learning the language of film and communication encourages debate and  
	 discussion that will raise awareness and stimulate critical thinking about the world  
	 of communication.

	 AS and A2 Level Film Studies gives students the essential skills necessary for  
	 studying this subject or related subjects in higher education, and for careers in  
	 media and the arts.

Film Studies

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:
The construction of film 

British Cinema as institution

Consideration of a British star 

Vietnam films

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Japanese Cinema 1950-1970  

Documentary  

Single study of British film

As a disabled student, I 
would not have managed 
to complete my A Levels 
this year without distance 
learning. The support from 
my tutor has motivated 
me to work harder to 
ensure that I get the 
highest grade possible.”
Natalie Jackson, All Saints RC School

“
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English at Grade C or above. 

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 At AS Level, students will study participation and voting behaviour, electoral  

	 systems, political parties, pressure groups and protest movements.

	 Students go on to look at the British constitution, Parliament, the Executive  
	 and multi-level governance.

	 A2 Level focuses on the government of the USA, including its constitutional  
	 framework, the legislative branch, the executive branch and the judiciary.

	 The final unit on Political Issues includes ethnicity and gender, the environment,  
	 education and the economy.

Advantages
	 This course gives an invaluable advantage for students pursuing careers in  

	 journalism, the police, the armed forces, central and local government, law and  
	 the media.

	 Students gain an educated insight into their place in the political system and it is  
	 an excellent foundation for further study in this subject and related subjects, such  
	 as history, economics and sociology.

	 Opportunities also exist for careers and involvement in EU institutions,  
	 pressure groups, research assistants to politicians, as well as paid work for the  
	 political parties.

I am grateful that  
I am prepared for 
university thanks to 
distance learning.”
Alison Salmon, Bishop Wand C of E School

“

Government & Politics

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

People, Politics, Participation

Governing modern Britain

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Government of the USA 

Politics Issues 
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
Grade B or above at GCSE Latin is  
essential for this course.

Assessment - OCR
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 AS and A2 Level helps to develop further competency in the Latin  

	 language from GCSE, and deeper appreciation of the literature and its influence  
	 on later writing.

	 Students enhance their analytical skills, largely through study of longer  
	 passages of set texts.

	 Building on the GCSE, there is a larger wordlist for AS and A2 Level. Many of  
	 these words appear in the set texts, so can be learnt in context.

Advantages
	 Latin develops students’ language and cognitive skills.

	 The course provides a useful foundation for other subjects, such as English  
	 language, history, and modern foreign languages.

	 Latin is relevant to careers in communication, teaching, and medicine.

Latin

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Latin language

Latin verse and prose literature

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Latin Verse, prepared 
and unprepared

Latin Prose, prepared  
and unprepared

Working through videoconferencing was viewed with 
regard by university admissions tutors when I went 
for interviews and I feel this has had a favourable 
impression.”
James Inman, Heckmondwike Grammar School

“
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English at Grade C or above

Assessment - WJEC
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 At AS Level, students study the English legal system, learning about how  

	 laws are made, how they are applied, and the various people working in  
	 the profession.

	 The course includes looking at the work and role of Parliament and judges, the 	
	 civil and criminal courts/appeals structure, and the training and work of judges,  
	 barristers and solicitors.

	 At A2 Level, students focus on criminal law. This includes the study of the 		
	 powers of search, arrest and detention by the police.

	 Students use their knowledge and understanding of law to study the elements  
	 of crimes, such as murder, manslaughter, ABH and GBH.

	 Students develop an appreciation of various defences that defendants can put  
	 forward, along with looking at the different sentences judges hand out.

Advantages
	 Law is relevant to all of us, equipping students with knowledge of the legal system  

	 that can be used in everyday life. 

	 Students will develop core legal skills such as application and evaluation of the law.

	 AS and A2 Level Law gives the students a thorough foundation for further study in  
	 law or related subjects, and is well regarded in higher education. 

	 It is relevant to almost every career from lawyer to nurse, providing students with an  
	 advantage if they choose a position in business and law-related professions. 

ntdl has provided us with an 
excellent solution to the problem of 
not having a specialist Law teacher.  
The sessions are meticulously 
planned by the tutors, and are 
supported by a very clear study 
and resource file.  Tutors take time 
to get to know our students and 
are always available by e-mail and 
phone to offer further help.  Our 
students have responded really  
well to the high degree of 
independence they need for the 
distance learning.  We have been 
impressed by their results and the 
fact that they are well prepared for 
studies at university.”

Dino Genders, Link Teacher, 
John Wilmott School

“

Law

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Legal Structures & Processes

Legal Reasoning,  
Methods & Personnel

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Two modules 
(including a synoptic element),  

all based around  
Criminal Law & Justice 
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English Language at grade C or above 

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description 
	 Where do ideas come from? Do we have freewill? Could a robot ever be a  

	 person? Should we tolerate the intolerant? Philosophy enables students to  
	 ask wide-ranging and fundamental questions like these, and to question what  
	 is often taken for granted in other subjects. 

	 Philosophy develops the skills of rational argument, clarity of thought and  
	 analysis of complex topics.

	 Oral discussion, arguing a case in regular written assignments and careful  
	 reading of philosophical arguments (including an original philosophical text  
	 at A2) all form important parts of the course.

Advantages
	 Students taking the AS and A2 Level Philosophy course learn to form their own  

	 judgments, to express themselves coherently and to contribute to the process of  
	 debate – valuable skills for use in contemporary life.

	 The techniques and thinking processes taught during this course train the students  
	 to question appearances and encourages a high level of analysis.

	 Philosophy students have a range of career opportunities in fields such as law,  
	 local government and teaching.

Nelson Thornes Distance 
Learning has enabled  
me to develop a range of 
new and exciting skills 
that I am able to apply  
to other subjects.”
Katrina James, St Wilfred’s Catholic School

“

Philosophy

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:
An introduction to philosophy 

Reason and Experience 

Persons

Tolerance

The debate over freewill 
and determinism

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Moral Philosophy

Political Philosophy

Plato’s Republic 
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Minimum Entry  
Requirements
AS: GCSE mean score of 5.5, including 
English and Maths at grade C or above.
A2: AS Psychology E grade or higher

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations 
A2 Level: two written examinations

Course Description
	 The objective of the AS Level course is to give students an insight into some of  

	 the core areas of psychology.

	 Students will be expected to explore reasons and motivations behind  
	 different areas of human behaviour.

	 The course brings together explanations from different psychological  
	 approaches and engages students in issues and debates in psychology.

	 The A2 Level offers students the opportunity to continue their studies in  
	 this fascinating subject and gain an insight into some more of the key topics  
	 in psychology.

Advantages
	 Psychology will help students develop key skills that will be of benefit to many  

	 other subjects. 

	 Psychology provides students with a rigorous academic background, combined  
	 with a level of creativity.

	 Psychology is a subject that works well with the sciences and the arts and can  
	 be useful in a variety of jobs including; welfare, medicine, law, teaching and  
	 the police. 

Psychology

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:
(Spec A)

Cognitive Psychology, 
Developmental Psychology  

and Research Methods 

Biological Psychology, 
Social Psychology and 
Individual Differences

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

(Spec A)
Biological Rhythms and Sleep,

Relationships, Agression,
Eating Behavior

Schizophrenia, Psychology 
of Addition, Research Methods

This has been a highly 
enjoyable experience -  
the skills I have developed 
such as independence, 
self-motivation and 
determination will 
definitely help me at 
university.”
Annabelle Farleigh, Kingsbridge 
Community College 

“
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Course Description
	 Sociology can be defined as the study of society and how people relate to  

	 each other in social groups such as families, schools and workplaces. 

	 The course examines issues of social identity such as gender, social class,  
	 ethnicity and religion, and how these impact on our life chances and related  
	 important aspects of our lives.

	 Students will learn to analyse and evaluate complex debates, arguments,  
	 concepts and theories concerning people and their behaviour in 21st  
	 Century society.

	 The course develops the student’s critical and evaluative skills in explaining the  
	 complexities of contemporary society.

Advantages
	 Sociology helps develop students’ awareness and understanding of people in a  

	 diverse and dynamic changing social world.

	 The skills developed apply to all careers where an empathy with others and a  
	 recognition of why they behave as they do is essential. 

	 Sociology students can work in many fields including community and social  
	 services, management, the police and legal occupations.

Sociology

AS
The AS Level  

modules comprise:

Families and Households

Education incorporating 
Research Methods

The AS may be awarded as a discrete qualification  
or count as 50% of the A2.

A2
The A2 Level  

modules comprise:

Mass Media

Crime and Deviance incorporating
Theory and Methods

Minimum Entry  
Requirements
GCSE mean score of 5.5, including  
English at Grade C or above

Assessment - AQA
AS Level: two written examinations
A2 Level: two written examinations

I’m so excited to be 
learning sociology 
because it’s something 
totally different and 
explores so many aspects 
in daily life!  I cannot 
wait!”
Leela Chauhan,  

Harlington Community College

“
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Contact Us:  
Technical Support & Advice

01242 267383
ntdlsupport@nelsonthornes.com

To help you with videoconferencing technology, 
we offer free and impartial advice in the  
following areas:

Equipment 
	 ISDN vs. broadband
	 Videoconferencing equipment 
	 How to buy cost effectively 
	 Maintenance and support 

Connectivity 
	 Connecting ISDN and broadband via ja.net
	 Linking with other schools and organisations 
	 Common problems and how to overcome them

Technical information
We support the industry standards for videoconferencing 
equipment which are:

	 H.323 for IP (broadband) connections

	 H.320 for ISDN connections

If you need to use broadband, it is important that you 
contact us for advice first.

Please ensure the following technical aspects are considered 
when setting up your equipment.

	 We recommend your equipment has a PTZ (Pan, Tilt and  
	 Zoom) camera, as a fixed camera is only suitable for  
	 groups of up to 5 students.

There is a wide range of equipment on the market. We  
can provide independent advice on portable systems,  
fixed units, displays and using your existing equipment  
such as projectors.

Please contact one of our three preferred suppliers for all 
you technology needs.

Please ensure you have your equipment installed and 
tested by the end of the summer term in advance of the 
start of courses in September.

Videoconferencing Technology – what you need

Video2Video Ltd specialise in 
Videoconferencing products and services for 
Distance Learning. We offer a wide range of 
services to include supply, support, and a full 
implementation of products throughout Europe.

Although we are Polycom, Sony and Lifesize 
accredited dealers, we will offer an unbiased 
choice of products, and only offer you the 
correct solution to fit your requirements.

We know that school’s sometimes have very 
tight budgets and cannot always afford the cost 
of new equipment, to assist with this, we have 
a very large selection of refurbished equipment 
to make it very cost effective for educational 
establishments to engage the Distance Learning 
tutorials.

If you require any further information please feel 
free to contact us on 024 76491739, or e-mail 
us on info@video2video.co.uk
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



















 

 

 

 

 

Direct Visual formed in February 1996, is the UK's leading independent supplier of visual 

applications into the Education Sector 

Direct Visual has unrivalled knowledge and expertise in the education 

sector, creating unique solutions to meet customer requirements. Direct 

Visual understands the need to develop the way that education is delivered 

and how video enhances the students 21st Century learning experience. 

Working with the education sector at all levels starting at the heart from 

the JANET Network out into individual schools. We recognise that teaching 

is now about accessibility of resources from the outside world to aid in the 

content delivery to students.  Not just simply two dimensional resources 

available from inside the four walls of a classroom.   

Please contact us on 08453 57 57 57 or e-mail us on marketing@direct-visual.com 

Visit our website at www.direct-visual,com to investigate the different uses for Video from accelerating student 

development to facilitating pupil exclusion and much more.  

 

“WE CAN BRING A WHOLE NEW DIMENTION TO THE TEACHING AND 

LEARNING EXPERIENCE”      Adele Thornton, Marketing Manager, Direct 

Visual Ltd 
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Example costing:
If you have one group of 8 students wanting to do AS Level Psychology it will cost you £3,950 + (£750 x 3) = £6,200 + VAT

Course Costs 
The course costs for Nelson Thornes Distance Learning are detailed in the table below. This covers the 
complete course delivery in any particular subject for the full academic year. The invoice for the course 
costs will be sent out on 23rd September 2011. 

If your school has more than 5 students taking any one particular course, the cost for additional students 
will be invoiced on 28th October 2011. This gives your school time to confirm the final student numbers 
on each course. The amount of the second invoice is based on the final student numbers confirmed to us 
by 28th October 2011.

Level	 2011/12 pricing + VAT

GCSE group (1-5 students)	 £3,950
per additional student	 £750

AS Level group (1-5 students)	 £3,950
per additional student	 £750

A2 Level group (1-5 students)	 £3,950
per additional student	 £750

All levels revision sessions	 £60 per hour
		  (discount for every 6 booked)

To discuss your specific requirements, please contact our Key Account 
Manager, David Wright, on 01242 278375, ntdlsales@nelsonthornes.com

For every course the cost includes:
	 Professionally authored, interactive course materials for each student.
	 Weekly videoconferenced tutorials with students throughout the academic year.

	 Access to Nelson Thornes Kerboodle for the majority of our courses.

	 Regular course assignments and mock examinations set and marked by the tutor.

	 Weekly feedback reports on each student provided by the tutor to the  
	 Link Teacher. 

	 Attendance at Parents’ Evenings via videoconference. 

	 A comprehensive Schools Guide to ntdl providing information for Link  
	 Teachers and technicians.

	 Technical support for your videoconferenced tutorials.

	 Annual visits by the tutor.

Textbooks 
Please note that the cost of course textbooks 
is not covered in the course cost and must be 
ordered by your school or college. You  
will receive our comprehensive book and 
equipment lists in the Schools Guide once you 
have registered with NTDL.

Please visit:
www.nelsonthornes.com/distancelearning 
to see the Nelson Thornes textbooks that are 
recommended for Nelson Thornes Distance 
Learning courses. These are available for 
purchase online with a 10% discount.

AQA has quality assured  
these publications and  
exclusively endorses  
them so you can be confident that they match 
their specifications.
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Supporting Your Success 
Link Teacher Training 
During the Summer term we offer a personalised Link 

TeacherTraining service. One of our team will visit your school and 

provide link teacher training to your staff and technicians.

Choice Evenings
ntdl is aware of the importance of Choice Evenings to inform your 

potential Sixth Form students of the options available to them. To 

help promote and raise awareness of the range of ntdl courses cur-

rently available in your school we can provide a number of options 

to make your Choice Evening more informative. 

Maternity/Long-term Sickness Cover
We can provide a cost-effective and reliable solution for providing 

maternity and medium to long-term sickness cover. 

Revision Sessions 
We offer hourly revision sessions in all our subjects. This service 

is available throughout the academic year and can be used in 

preparation for January re-sits or May/June examinations.

Learning Resources
We provide innovative print and multimedia resources.  

Distance learning students have access to Kerboodle, a complete 

interactive experience supporting the AQA accredited AS and A2 

Level subject specifications.

You will receive our comprehensive book and equipment lists in the 

School’s Guide once you have registered with ntdl.

Subject Flyers
We can supply free subject flyers for your students if they want  

to know more about a specific subject taught through  

distance learning. 
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Next Steps 
Interested? Fill in the Provisional  
Registration Form! 
By completing the Provisional Registration Form included within the 

prospectus, you are indicating your interest in Nelson Thornes Distance 

Learning courses for September 2011. This does not bind you to any 

financial commitment at this stage. 

Send your completed forms to: 
Nelson Thornes Registration
FREEPOST
NATW527
Cheltenham, GL53 7BR  

Need more information? Call Us! 
If you need more information about any aspect of Nelson  

Thornes Distance Learning, simply contact our Operations Team. 



Limited Registered in England No. 1083899  Vat Reg. No. GB 302 3194 07 

Registered Office: Delta Place, 27 Bath Road, Cheltenham GL53 7TH

6 4 2 0 7 8 3

Nelson Thornes Distance Learning  
Operations Team 
T: +44 (0) 1242 267 111 
F: +44 (0) 1242 267 294 
@: distancelearning@nelsonthornes.com 
W: www.nelsonthornes.com/distancelearning

Sales Enquiries
T: +44 (0) 1242 278375
@: ntdlsales@nelsonthornes.com




