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Preparing pollen slides – information

· Using a glass rod and your finger put a circle of Vaseline onto a microscope slide (this forms a well for the sugar solution).

· Put a drop of sugar solution inside your circle of Vaseline.

· Either, take an anther from a flower and touch it to the drop of sugar solution, or, shake a flower over a watch glass. Collect the pollen. Touch a cotton bud to the pollen then dab it on the drop of sugar solution.

· Gently lower a cover slip onto the drop of sugar solution so that it rests on the Vaseline.

· Leave the slide in a warm place for half an hour.

· Carefully carry the slide to the microscope. Place the slide on the microscope stage and view it using the lowest power.
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