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The great debate

The transplant question

For over fifty years people whose kidneys have stopped working have been given new kidneys from donors. In the 1960s the first heart transplants took place. Drugs were developed that stopped the body from rejecting new organs. Now many organs such as livers, lungs and skin can be transplanted into people who are injured or have a disease. Transplant patients have to take the drugs for the rest of their lives. Although transplants are common today there are still many arguments about them. What are the facts and what do you think?

The cards you have been given contain sentences about organ transplantation. Some sentences are facts and others are opinions that some people have.

First, sort out the facts and opinions into two piles.

Then, look at each opinion and discuss it in your group. Decide whether you agree, disagree or need more information to decide.

	The first person to be given a new heart died after a few days.

	Some people give one of their own healthy kidneys to relatives suffering from kidney disease.

	Organs that are donated are not suitable for every person that needs them.

	Most organs used in transplants come from people killed in accidents.

	In most cases people given new organs live for many years more than if they did not have the transplant.



	If kidney patients cannot have a transplant they have to use a dialysis machine to clean their blood for two or three days a week.

	Artificial hearts break down more often than real hearts.

	Many people are waiting a long time for a transplant because there are not enough organs available.

	Doctors should be able to take any organs they need from people who have died.

	People who suffer from diseases caused by smoking cigarettes should not be given new organs.

	If people want their organs to be used when they die they should carry a donor card.

	Young people should be given transplants before older people because they have more life in front of them.

	Taking organs from one person’s body to use in another is like cannibalism and should be banned.

	Other sources of organs should be used, such as organs from specially bred animals.

	Artificial organs, such as mechanical pumps for hearts, should be used instead of organs from donors.
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