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Looking at cells
How to prepare an onion cell slide

1
Put a microscope slide on a flat surface.

2
Take a piece of onion. Using tweezers peel off a thin piece of the onion skin.
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3
Lay your piece of onion skin in the middle of the slide.
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4
Use a dropper to add a few drops of water or stain solution to your sample.
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5
Carefully lower a cover slip onto your sample. Touch one edge of the cover slip to the slide then use a pair of tweezers to gently lower the rest of the cover slip. Make sure there are no air bubbles under your slide.
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6
Pick up your slide carefully and place it on the stage of your microscope.

7
Draw a diagram or describe what you can see.

Now look at the slide of a leaf from the pondweed (Elodea). Draw a few cells. Can you see the chloroplasts?

7A2�Activity Sheet 1











Name:						Class:














Continued…





Continued…





7A2�Activity Sheet 1











Scientifica © Nelson Thornes Ltd 2005
7A2 Activity Sheet 1
3

