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Is it alive?

Learning objectives

· To be able to identify the processes that are characteristics of living things
Teaching strategy

This part of the lesson is likely to be revision of work previously done in primary school and pupils are probably familiar with the acronym MRS GREN (movement, reproduction, sensitivity, growth, excretion and nutrition). This worksheet is designed to ensure that pupils have some understanding of what these concepts mean and are not just rote learning.

Classroom assistant

Pupils will need some help with understanding what some of the life processes actually mean.

Key points to highlight

Many non-living items will display one or more of these characteristics, for example, a car moves, ‘breathes’, requires energy, is sensitive (car alarm) and produces waste but cannot be classified as alive because it does not reproduce or grow.

Areas of difficulty

Many pupils will find it difficult to come up with ideas for the drawings. One or two examples may help get them started. Many pupils will delight in drawing pictures of people using toilets!

Notes and tips

Many pupils will find drawing difficult and should be encouraged to realise that it is their ideas that are important, not the quality of artwork. Pairing up such a pupil with one who is good at drawing will allow them to work collaboratively.

Resources required

· Coloured pens/pencils

Learning outcomes

· Pupils are able to identify the characteristics of living things apparent in each picture

· Pupils produce their own series of drawings
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