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While studying this topic, tick off each item after you have covered it.

	What I should know:
	
	What I should be able to do:

	· A direct current is one where the current 
only flows in one direction.

· Direct current is produced by:

· a cell,

· a battery (of two or more cells),

· a solar panel.
	
	· Describe direct current and some devices that produce it.

	· An alternating current is one where the direction of the current changes regularly.

· Alternating current is produced by a 
dynamo (a generator).
	
	· Describe what an alternating current is.

	· A dynamo (generator) consists of a magnet rotating inside a coil of wire.  This induces a voltage in the coil and so produces a current (if there is a complete circuit).
	
	· Describe a dynamo (generator) and list the parts.

	· Alternatively, the coil can be rotating in a magnetic field.
	
	

	· The size of the voltage that is induced 
depends on:

· the speed of rotation,

· the strength of the magnetic field,

· the number of turns on the coil.
	
	· List the factors that change the induced voltage and explain in what way they will change it.

	· The direction of the induced voltage can be changed by:

· rotating the magnet (or the coil) the other way.
	
	· Explain how the direction of the voltage can be reversed.
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