

C1a 5.2 Periodic Table - Reactivity
Stage 1 of this simulation provides an opportunity to drag and drop the first 20 elements of the Periodic Table into the correct order. This can be done based on three different criteria – atomic number (which is the easiest option since the elements are simply put in order from Z = 1 to Z = 20); electronic structure (in which shells of electrons are built up one by one) and mass number (in which elements are arranged in ascending order, with potassium apparently out of order, since it is placed after argon). This process of arrangement can be accompanied by a discussion of the atomic structure which underlies the ordering of these first 20 elements.

Stage 2 of the simulation highlights the way in which the elements on the right-hand side of the Periodic Table react with elements on the left-hand side of the table to form ionic bonds by exchange of electrons.
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