

C1a.2 Limestone

Limestone has been used for thousands of years in building. It has a wide range of other uses as well in the chemical industry where its ability to neutralize acids makes it valuable for treating acid gas pollution in exhausts from industrial processes, treating acidified lakes and improving the fertility of soils. 

Fossils are common in limestone because of its origin - the main source of the minerals in limestone is marine creatures. Limestone is a non-renewable resource. 

Limestone is fairly easy to recognise in buildings (it is smooth and light in colour). 

A ‘limestone safari’ of your local area might provide an interesting excursion for students. Digital cameras and a map could be used to create a display of the limestone buildings in your area. Since limestone is dissolved by acid rain you could also look at the damage caused to buildings of various ages. 
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