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While studying this topic, tick off each item after you have covered it.

	What I should know:
	
	What I should be able to do:

	(
Environmental factors such as water, the right temperature, light, oxygen and carbon dioxide are needed for life.

(
Biotic factors such as predation, competition, disease and human activity affect communities.

(
As populations increase there will be increased competition for food, water, light and space that are in short supply.

(
Competition may influence the distribution and population size of animals and plants.

(
Competition results in the ‘best’ genes being passed on to the next generation.

(
Pests can compete with us for food, eg. locusts. Weeds compete with the farmer’s crops.

(
Predators kill other animals (their prey) for food.

(
Humans still act as predators, eg. commercial fishing.
	
	(
Define the terms ecosystem, habitat, community and population.

(
Understand that a number of factors such as food and predators act as checks on the growth of a population.

(
Understand that competition can occur between individuals of the same species or between individuals of different species.

(
Understand what makes a successful predator.

(
Understand how a prey animal can avoid being captured by a predator.

(
Understand and explain the patterns in a   predator–prey cycle.
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