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While studying this topic, tick off each item after you have covered it.

	What I should know:
	
	What I should be able to do:

	(
Energy enters ecosystems as light.

(
Definitions of the following: producer, 
primary consumer, secondary consumer, tertiary consumer and decomposer.

(
All consumers ultimately rely upon 
producers for their food.

(
Most of the energy obtained by an 
organism is lost to the environment as 
heat.

(
A pyramid of number shows the number 
of individuals at each trophic level.

(
Biomass pyramids show the mass of living material at each trophic level.

(
A vegetarian diet can feed more people 
than a meat diet.

(
Most of the sunlight energy that falls on 
plants is not absorbed and used.

(
Energy transfer from producers to primary consumers involves ‘wastage’.

(
That organic farming does not involve any chemical additives like fertilisers and pesticides.
	
	(
Construct food chains and food webs to show feeding relationships and energy transfer.

(
Understand the effects of the 
disappearance of one member of the food chain or web.

(
Construct pyramids of number and 
biomass when given the data.

(
Understand the advantages and disadvantages of pyramids of number and biomass.

(
Understand that efficiency of food production can be improved by reducing 
the number of stages in the food chain.

(
Understand that energy ‘loss’ between trophic levels results from respiration and removal of waste.

(
Explain the difference in price between organic and non-organic food products.
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